THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
city to be as easy as had been the driving away of the tax
officers from the gates. Some of them were spoiling for a fight.
We had indeed reason for apprehending that they would press
into the city and involve us in a street-battle with the soldiers
under very unfavorable circumstances. It was not an easy
task to persuade those impatient people to go home and to keep
themselves ready to aid us as soon as the signal for action should
come from Cologne. The whole night our committee waited
for the return of the messenger we had sent there. About day-
break we separated, but only to meet again after a short rest.
The preparations for war continued in the meantime. Not one
of us slept in his own quarters, so as not to be easily found in
case the authorities should try to arrest us. I took refuge in a
friend's room that was filled with muskets and cases of cart-
ridges which were stored there ready for distribution.

Our messenger did not return from Cologne before even-
ing of the next day. He reported that our friends did not
feel themselves able to attempt a blow with any prospect of
success against the large masses of troops gathered there; that
they would confine themselves to the continuation of the "'pas-
sive.resistance," and that they urgently recommended to us to
abstain from all violent steps until further orders. Nothing
remained to us therefore but to swallow our wrath and to keep
our friends in the open country quiet. What happened with
us, happened all over the kingdom of Prussia. The Constituent
Assembly had yielded to the government a bloodless victory and
the resolution to refuse the payment of taxes soon became a
dead letter.

But it looked as if the whole affair would come home to
the democratic leaders among the students in a disagreeable
way. There was a rumor that against three or four of us,
against me among others, warrants had been issued, and that
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